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TO : General Donovan 


THROUGH: = Colonel [ Frater Services Officer, O°S/13T 


SUSPECT: Tofluence cof Atomic Somb on Indircet tM thois of Warr are 


1. With the invention and small seale demonstration of the 
atomic bomb, it becomes essential to consider the probable chanres in 
the methods of war which mush follow from this technical advance. ‘We 
can be sure that the nation which pays nost intcllicence attention to 
this oreblem will benefit ercatly and that any nation which allows itself 
to be lulled into inatention to these problems will suffer. 


is sossible, twain radieal chanves in the role of 
such agencies as 0.5.5. for Force 136 which are majoPly concerned with 
psychological warfare, clandestine operations and strategic intellivence, 
he pres nt wenorandum is concerned solely with these aspects of the matter. 


Se Cemuain very guneral facets aboub the manufacture ey atomic 
pombs mast sowevor b. s.uutsed in ordur to make the position clea: 


a) The general principles upon which these bombs operate are 
alrcady known to a very Large number of ohysicists in all 
counLrics, and several hundred physicists, including inelish- 
WONty americans, refucee scientists and probably Russians, 
fave Seen eneaced in the recent intensive rescarch and orepae 
ration of the actual bombs. We know also that the German 
physicists were vory close to the same discoveries. 


b) The uain requirements for the waking of atemle bombs avoear 
to be aecess to a sumol- of Uraniam ores containing the an- 
propriite isotope, and access to very large supplies of hydro- 
electric nover. ‘The Jrankun isotope is apparcatly not e-ces= 
mbaidy rare avi the need for. hydreeclectric vower is —ore 

Likely uc Je 2 delu-ine faetor shan the lack of Uranium: 


e) The newd fer larce sunslies of hdres leetric ower vor the 
rolation ef “heavy waiter" may disayoea- in the next few 
i , nessible to use atomie eneray for 


rs, when 2h beeos 
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a4) The very small quantities of radiuc, which are probs ly 
necessary to arn these bombs are already avuiblaole ve 
all mejor nations. 


he Fron these facts it ane ars thet no high degree of security 
in regard to the atomic bombs can be expected an! that all the major 
powers are Llikcly to have weapons of this sort within the next tes youre 


5. Essentially these weavons may be desertve? as chauwiing vac 
relation setween atvack and defensce It may nave been true snortbs .LiLer 
the last war that the advantaze Tay with d-fence, but since then the 
mithods of attack have steadily improved, outdistancing the nithods of 
defence, Today with the use of rocket aircraft and atomic bombs, atiauck 
may be said to have finally outdistanced defence and we may be fairly 
sure that this balance of advantaze on the site of attack will remain -or 
a considerable time, and will be a governing factor in si aping interna- 
tional relations in the next ten or twenty yearse 


" 


6.  3oth American and fnzland -< the countries which at present 
eontrol th: atomic boinb - are noeuliar in the unwillinsness <0 emoark 
wo ueprovoked attacks and we can be sure that these nations will cn- 
deavor (with a riniman of peopavandic hyprocrisy) to use the atonic sorb 
only as a disciplinary threat to restrain the aggression of other nationte 
yedther Amrica nor ingland will resort easily to using the bomb ac a 
means of national exnansion or as a leans of destroying othcr nitionse 
(The obvicus fact that the invention o° the bomb has averted the destrice 
tion of Japan is an indication of this trend. } 


ee 7. The amount of provocation reqiired to draw these two natious 
: tnto war depends in large measure 


: a) upon their distasve for overt agerossion; and 
b) upon their exaggerated seuse cf their own nower and securitye 


Now that they vossess atomic weanons we ust ce -pect them to be even more 
reluctant to indulve in overt agvression cause ageression his becone 

j so much more dcstructive. In addition the, will be even more prone te 
belicve themselves seoure through the posses ‘ion of what anscars to be 
an invincible reply to the ag-ression of others. The amount of provoca- 
tion nececsary to ivaw us into acts of war will therefore incr:asee 


&, As regards other nations, who 29 yet 7do job possess the bamby 
we can be fairly sure 


a) that if they tad it tocy would bo a good deal less sovearish 
about its use avainst less well eqioeed acLiehborss 


») that, aot nossessine the 
rather than ‘warktire™ re 
their ealines with i n-ian 
sort be oon acre a 
as wi by nrooitanda, 
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9. The inwotion of the atoxic bom) will theretorce cause a 
shift in the bilance betweon “veaceful" and “warlike! metheds of e-erte 
ing internationel ores*cure, ayid ure. mus Ys 7 
in the imeortance of the "peac:. ful" ; WELL be even 
freer than they wore in 1938 te srovavanct b, gubobage and 
exert econowle pressures urof uc, and wo ourselves enall be more will- 


oa Loan me os 5 epee 
Toe & COMOD & Increase 


ing to bear these afironts and oursclves to indulve in such methods - 
jin our eagerness to avoid at ali costs the tragedy of o9on wit. 


to be the major instruncnts of attack. Land arwtes will cwtLEL bc ne- 
cessary for moppint un, noliein and occupying tercitery but their 
aggressive functions will ‘iminish, In the lust few months wo have 
seen hoe our arnies in turone have become in some derrer secondary to 
the air borne attack which achieves a preliminary softening uo of in- 
dustry and military installations, ani in the future we mist expect a 
very preat further chanze in th’s direction. Armies, military instal- 
lations and large industrial concentrations have beccme vulnerable to 
the new destructive inventions. 


10. In war itself, levze conecntresicas of troo”s will ccase 


ll. Yotanly, the atomic bomb is now rless avainst certain irmes 
of op rations. Armies of oceunation will b. isrune, se lonz as whe oe 
cupied nation is willing to ga-ciftee the civilian sopulstion Living 
in the occunied area, ani this immunity may be of considera'ile import- 
ance in determining th-ir functions. 


12, In aidition, atomic weavons arc powerless a-ainst the 
“neaceful" methods ci ware Mucrrilla tactics, waite and blues oredde 
ganda, subversion, social a3 economic vuarnioulation, dinlomatic prase 
sure, cte. - all of these are immune tc atomic attack. 


13. armies of occupation, unil. dmswne to atovic altack, are 
vulnera le to and must exvect a Large aucunt of abvach by vhe "peace= 
ful" netoods, “uch armics, cuarated fro. thelr hemes in a period 
which they regard as "peace" and aitesmiing the volitical a.d nsaychoe 
lovical, remodelling of a Wiel: onemy nation, are thenaselves enyaved in 
Psycholovical ‘arfare of a very secial kind, and thoir operations will 
meet with resistance w ich must inevitably cake che “yoaceful™ LormSe 


Ll. from the azove paracraghs, it avcears that wo must Lock 
forward to a very great increase ‘in tse imocrtance of the *noaceful" 
techniques of international ores ure in times of pre-war softenine up, 
in times of actual cvert war and in times of noctewar naninulation. 


lv’. Tt is ne exagztoration tc say thal for the next twenty yours 
4 nortant inters recsaking acencies of tic Waited 
States, in order of importance will be 


(L) The eryesical la ops e@ies aad iotastedab olanvs com raed 
with atowle weanronss 
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(2) The air force avi its research and vroduction indus ries; 


(3) Some aceney acuing under the State Departacat and combining 
the func ions of 0.5%.%, O.W.I. and Febele§ 


(i) The Jand and naval Lorces, 


16. To establish this third agency, mentioned in the paragraph 
above, will be a matter of very great difficulty inthe face of the 
present trends in American fecling. Already even the best personsél in 
O.S.5, are beginning to think that their job is finished, and powerful 
forces in government are already aligned to get rid of the agencies con- 
cerned with clansestine operations, psychological warfare, international 
economic controls, and the collecting and unalysis of the Strategic ing 
tellicence necessary for these types of warfare. Even in time of war it 
has been hard for the 0.5.5. to do its proper job without beinf side= 
tracked into military intelligence, and in the immediate future the dif- 
ficulties in our way will be even greater. The importance of the tyve 
of work for which the O.S.5., the O.W.I. and the F.E.A. were originally 
designed is, howevur, infinitaly greater than it has even been. Hitherto 
we h.ve besn able io let the Army and the Navy do most of the job for 
us. This is no longer possible, ; 


25X1A 


; 
t 


Distribution: 


General Donor 


Approved For Release 2003/12/09 : CIA-RDP84-00022R000200100026-4 


